scrittura format televisivi

Estratto dalla lezione del 19 novembre 2001 tenuta al Master in Gestione dell’Impresa Cinematografica  e Audiovisiva di Roma dal Dr. Alessandro Mosca, fondatore di www.aliacom.it  sui  seguenti temi:

What is a TV Format

Game Show or Quiz Show, what is the difference 

Analysis of the structure and the contents of two game show (Case studies)

Greed

Who wants to be a millionaire?

Adaptation of a TV Format (Case studies)

- cultural adaptation (from “Chat Dating Net” to “B@tticuore”)

- media adaptation (rewriting of the Italian TV show “Alcatraz” from Radio to Television)

Writing and Creating: the workgroup (authors, editorial staff,  producers, director, host, etc.)

… … …

The term format  used in a current language can indicate three different things: a typical tv program, the pilot of a tv program which can be sold on international markets, e last a 4 to 5 pages report in which we describe our idea. During our session, we will be using all these three definitions.

One more definition of format is given by SIAE, the Italian copyright company. Which is very similar to the third definition, I mean the 4 to 5 pages document in which we describe our idea. Is a very technical definition, which has been confusing in Italian as well, can you figure it in English! I’m going to try to translate it to you: 

It is a mind artwork, with an original structure, explicating a show, completed in its consequencial themes, elegible to be represented in a tv or theatrical action, immediately o through a sequence of adaptation, for elaboration or for transposition with the objective to create multiple shows. Terrific!
The second part of this definition is interesting one:

The format should include:

Title

A basic narrative structure

The set

The characters

I will give you a more commercial definition:

The format is the initial idea of a tv program of which the rights were sold.

Many programs can be bought trough a catalog, and immediately tested. Therefore we can define  “format” such as a lay out, a guideline to create the program content.

Let’s look what a format include.

The  concept is the basic idea

Include the motivation which propelled the author

One simple explanation why the final receiver might be interested

Some information on the budget

A list of shots edit if a pilot was done

Production plan

The script of one episode

Do not forget: hints about the host, the time schedule which has been recommended, and a few notes about the set dressing.

From all of this you probably understood that there is not a unique definition, neither an ideal model to present a format.
In the American television’s infancy it was common for successful radio show to transfer to television. The most popular of these transfers were “game show” and “human interest” shows such as Candid Camera which was adapted from radio’s Candid Microphone in 1948.

This initiative demonstrated the durability and flexibility of certain formats and possibility of secondary usage.

The proliferation of networks produced an ever increasing demand for programming so that, by the early 1950 a great number of formats had been tried and tested.

Formatting is central to many of most successful game show. The masters of format development were Mr.Goodson and Mr.Todman. They created format like “The Price is Right” with the same name as the original all over the world “El precio es justo”, Kac Para? (Turkey), Der Preis ist Heiss (Germany). 

The first game show the UK sold to the USA was “whodunnit” in 1979.

Game show is an entertainment format. Entertainment on television is not a distinct type but a continuum of programming: it includes comedy, game show, quizzes, and variety show. 

Game show are attractive because they are “cheap to produce” and, when successful generate a large audience.

They are flexible. They can be scheduled at any time. Audiences find them relaxing and challenging.

There is an in-built tension between chance and rules in a game structure, between the controllable and the uncontrollable, which create enjoyment.

Game show deal with issues such as “competition”, success, and knowledge central concern of today culture.

The  relatively low production costs, simple sets, and highly formalized production have continually made quiz shows an extremely attractive television type. 

Quiz show are more profitable and faster to produce than virtually any other form of entertainment television.

( … segue …)

aliacom organizza seminari tematici in italiano, inglese e spagnolo sui temi legati alle produzioni radiofoniche, televisive e multimediali.

